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bodham’ written by Meykanda Deva remains as the basic text 
of Saiva Siddanta Philosophy. Besides these sixty three saiva 
saints of ‘Periaya Puranam’ 
fame, there must have been many 
other ascetics and saints who 
unknown to the scribes of these 
epics must have lived to extol the 
wonder and beauty of Saivism. 
Others of later origin who have 
made a great impact in the Saiva 
world of devotional literature 
a r e ,  T h a y u m a n a v a r , 
P a t t i n a t h t h a r , 
Ramalingaswmigal, Yogarswami 
and many others. 
Though we are the rich heirs to 
this spiritual wealth bequeathed 
to us by these Saiva Saints, yet 
many of us due to ignorance of 
their existence or to lack of 
knowledge of our own language 
or maybe due to a delay in our 
spiritual awakening have not as 
yet felt the full impact of their 
influence upon our lives. But 
those of us who are blessed to 
have the knowledge of these 
great Saiva Saints, their lives, 
their works and their sanctified 
devotion have experienced their 
spiritual impact on our lives and 
witnessed within ourselves the 
inner transformation they have created.  It is not within the 
scope of this article to write in detail about the impact these 
Saiva Saints had upon our lives but it suffices to bring a few 
illustrations to prove the magnitude of their contribution to the 
Saiva world. Saint Manikkavasagar, who reigns supreme 
amongst these Saiva Saints, has with his humility, devotional 
ecstasy and poetic outpourings of his heart impacted spiritual 
seekers greatly and has inspired them to seek the state of bliss 
that he was always immersed in.  We can see his emotional 
piety at display in the following stanza. 

Thou gave Thyself to me, Thou received me, 
Who clever enough to make a better bargain? 
Bliss, infinite and endless, did I receive, 
But did Thou receive anything from me? 
Oh Lord Shiva, who dwells in Perunthurai, 
 My very body is Thy eternal abode, 
How can I ever repay Thee, My Lord! 

What a wondrous path of devotion has St Manikkavasakar 
laid before us!  Another song of Saint Sambandar shows in no 
uncertain terms what we should do to attain this bliss— 

Melting with intense love, eyes pouring tears, 
Reciting the following to attain the good path, 
The true substance and essence of the Vedas four, 
It is the Lord’s Name, let us utter Namashivaya 

Here Saint Sambandar who, as a divine child, burst forth into 
a series of songs of deep devotion and truth, clearly tells those 
seeking salvation to pursue a path of constant remembrance of 
the Lord’s Name. Saint Thirunavukkarasar, popularly known 

as Appar, beautifully portrays to those seeking divine Grace 
and Love, what it is to abide always at the Lotus Feet of Lord 

Shiva. 
The perfect, flawless Veena; the 
coolness of the moon; 
The gentle touch of the breeze; 
Spring with its fragrance; 
 The shady pool with the 
humming bees; likewise is the 
shade 
Of my Beloved Lord’s, my 
Father’s Twain Feet. 
To Appar who arduously yet 
persistently followed the path of 
devotion to Lord Shiva was 
ultimately rewarded with a 
permanent place at his Lord’s 
Feet and his description of that 
state of bliss enchants all of us 
interested in spiritual seeking . 
Saint Thirumoolar whose 
fascinating story of 3000 years of 
spiritual existence has enthralled 
all Saiva devotees tells us that 
love, the universal love abiding 
deep within each one of us is God 
Himself— 
Love and Sivam are two, so the 
ignorant say, 
They know not that Love itself 
becomes Sivam, 

After knowing that love itself results in Sivam, 
They, the embodiment of love have become Sivam. 

Once the spring of love that is within us is allowed to embrace 
all existence, then there is no further seeking, love itself has 
become God. 
These few illustrations from an endless stream of devotional 
outpourings of the Saiva Saints have proved to us that we are 
all fortunate to have guides, spiritual guides who have trod 
every inch of the way to salvation and eternal bliss and who 
are compassionate enough to show us the way they have trod.  
As a great poetic seeker said, “ Without all these saints, 
without the great ‘Four Samayakuravar’, where will be now 
except in the wilderness? Where will the ‘Thiruneeru’ be? 
Where will the four Vedas be? Where will ‘Namashivaya’ 
be?”   It goes beyond any trace of doubt that these Saiva 
Saints have greatly impacted our lives with their spiritual 
splendor and guidance and they will continue to do so for all 
posterity. 

A Day To Remember! 
Choose a day to be remembered and sponsor 

the operations of the Murugan Temple of North 
America for a day for $750 

Birthday, Wedding Anniversary, Remembering a 
Loved One…  

Contact the Temple Manager for Details 
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TEMPLE SERVICES 
The following services will be provided at the temple or at devotees’ residences as appropriate, upon request.  
Devotees are urged to make prior arrangements by calling the temple in advance to make reservations and to 
ascertain that priests will be available to perform these special requests.  Appropriate charge for the services 
including Sambhavanai for the priests will be payable to the temple. Call the Temple Manager at 301 552-4889 
to make prior arrangements for performing the following ceremonies: 
Ganapathi Homam Navagraha Homam Mruthyunjaya Homam  Chandi Homam  
Maha Sathyanarayana Pooja Bhoomi Pooja  Graha Shanti Graha 
PravesamNaamakaranam  Punyaahavaachanam Sarpabali Seemantham Sashtiabdapoorty 
Sataabishekam Shraadham  Tarpanam Upayayanam 
Annaprasnam Vahana Pooja Vidyaarambam Vivaahamm 
Funeral Rites 

TEMPLE HOURS:  Monday – Friday   9 am – 12 noon & 5 pm - 9 pm;  Saturday, Sunday, & Holidays  9 am – 9 pm 

AUDITORIUM: The Temple’s auditorium capable of seating about 200 people in the basement is available for rent by 
Devotees. The Temple has also ample parking space. Call the Temple Manager at 301 552-4889 for reservations. 
DIRECTIONS TO MURUGAN TEMPLE  
 From I-95 (also 495, Capital Beltway), take exit 20-A, Lanham (Rte 450 East), then follow the signs to Princess 
Garden Parkway. Turn right on Princess Garden Parkway. “Murugan Temple” is on your left within half a mile (6300 Princess 
Garden Parkway) 
 From Baltimore-Washington Parkway take Exit to Rt. 193 East Greenbelt Road. Turn left on Greenbelt Road. Turn 
right on Hanover Parkway, which becomes Princess Garden Parkway. Drive about 2.5 miles. The temple is on the right side.  
NEARBY HOTELS   CALL THE BEST WESTERN  NEW CARROLLTON FOR MTNA DEVOTEES' SPECIAL RATES. 
Days Inn  9025 Annapolis Road, Lanham, MD 20706  Tel: 301-459-6600 Toll Free: 800-325-2525  
Best Western  5910 Princess Garden Pkwy, Lanham, MD 20706 Tel: 301-459-1000 Toll Free: 800-528-1234 
Holiday Inn 7200 Hanover Drive, Greenbelt, MD 20706 Tel: 301-982-7000 Toll Free: 800-465-4329 
Red Roof Inn  9050 Lanham Severn Road, Lanham, MD 20706 Tel: 301-731-8830 Toll Free: 800-733-7663 
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